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First, I want to apologize for the lack of information that is contained in this month’s newsletter.  I was under the weather and did not attend the meeting.  I am going strictly offJeanne’s Agenda with the composition of this. 
 Thank you Jeanne for supplying the information..     
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< OLD BUSINESS >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Eagle Watch 1/30/11
The following members had a very cold day for the Eagle Watch in Clarksville, but everyone enjoyed a close up view of two eagles provided by the Wild Life Bird Rehabilitation Center, a very informative video and great lunch.  A WARM Thank you goes to Jayne Jepson, Bob & Jan Moore, Eric Brown, Linda & Wes Greiner, Bre & Timmy Vierling and Charlie & Jeanne Simpson for braving the cold day.
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< NEW BUSINESS >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
MEMBERSHIP REMEWAL FORMS and DUES ARE DUE … March marks the deadline for your renewal apps and dues for 2011.  I have attached a form for you to download, complete and print for those of you who receive this via email.  For those who receive hard copies I have included the form with this newsletter.  Please make sure you bring them and your $20 to the meeting March 1st.  
Bank Account Update  Faye provided February’s banking information to the officers via email because she, too, was unable to attend the February meeting.  Her report is as follows:
Previous balance $5900.25
Total disbursements: Insurance/post office/ state of Missouri  $1414.98
Total deposits: Dues and Dec. fifty/fifty $101.50
New Balance $4586.77
By-Laws
The current By-Laws will be reviewed by the present officers and board members and possible changes will be suggested at a future club meeting at which time all members will be issued a copy of the By-Laws and any and all changes will be discussed.  I WILL HAVE COPIES OF THE CURRENT BY-LAWS AT THE MARCH MEETING FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO DO NOT HAVE A COPY.  THEY WILL BE AT THE SIGN-IN TABLE. 
Car Club Insurance  The club insurance has been paid and the policy is in effect until 1/20/12.  Copies are available should you wish to review the policy.  It was voted and agreed upon January 4, 2011, to pay the premium for 2011 ($750.00 to JC Taylor).  Further research will be conducted in 2011 to determine if it is necessary to continue on with the insurance for 2012.   
Post Office Box  Should the club get a smaller PO Box?  A smaller PO Box will run $48 for 6 months ($96 per year). At present the club has a mid size box which runs around twice the cost of the smaller box.  The club has already paid for 6 months on the present PO Box, but if we change to a smaller box before the end of March 2011 we will get a refund check for the remainder of the 6 months.  Since the club no longer gets as much mail as we did in the past a smaller box would be adequate and the club would save some money.  ***It was decided that the smaller box would be sufficient and the changes will be made in March.***
2011 Monthly Events These two items were discussed
Fox Theatre Tours are conducted every Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday at 10:30 AM.  Each tour begins at the Fox box office and last approximately 1 ½ hours.  Saturday public tours include an organ presentation at 1 of the 2 Wurlitzer organs.  Cost of the Saturday tour is $8 for adults & $4 for students & children.  No reservations are needed for groups of less than 20.  Private tours for groups of 20 or more can be arranged at 314-657-5068 or tours@foxstl.com.  


St. Louis Brewery Tours  Sept.-Apr. Mon-Sat: 10AM -4PM Sun. 11:30AM-4PM
Anheuser-Busch tour will guide you through a blend of brewing heritage, state-of-the-art Technology & extraordinary architecture.  

TIRE TRACKS “Buy And Sell” section  Some years back the club members submitted items for the monthly TIRE TRACKS that they were either interested in buying or selling.   Would you like to see this section added back?  Let me know, and if you have anything that would fit in that section email me or call with the details so that I can add it in.  

On that note, anyone who would like to contribute articles for the newsletter please submit them to Mary Beth at mejk612@yahoo.com..  Thanks!
Thank you, Gene, for submitting the attached article regarding the Chrome plating which is authored by Ted Becker of the Gateway Buick Club.
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Birthdays and anniversaries

Feb 11


Linda Greiner

Feb 14, ’09

Ralph & Peggy Wiedner

Feb 14, ’99 

Bob & Janet Moore

February 21 

Janet Moore

Feb 24


Jayne Jepson

Feb 26
Timmy (Tim & Michele Vierling)

March 1

Eric Kopitz

March 20

Bob Rucker

Mar 29


Tim Klopstein, Sr.

March 31

Eric Brown

April 1 


Gene Bossaller

April 3, ’04

Linda & Wes Greiner

April 8


Jeanne Simpson

April 9


Bob Moore

April 10

Susie Kohrumel

April 20

Michele Vierling

April 24 

Dan White

April 25

Mike Rucker (Rob & Cheryl










From the desk of      
  









mejk
NEXT MEETING MARCH 1, 2011  7:30p.m.
DON’T FORGET YOUR RENEWAL APPS AND YOUR $20.

You want to keep getting these wonderful, informative newsletters don’t you??








{wink!} {wink!}

Chrome plating by Ted Becker of the Gateway Buick Club
Anyone who has restored an old car, especially a Buick, knows of the high cost of chrome plating.  This situation has gotten much worse over the last decade or so and continues to escalate.  This was the topic of discussion at our table during the recent luncheon at The Old Spaghetti Factory.  I did some research on the subject and thought you might find some of the information interesting.

For starters, the chrome plating process is very labor intensive and is really hard work.  If you ever have the chance to go visit a plating shop, you will feel the full impact of the amount of work involved.  There are lots of chemicals involved and the amount of buffing, grinding, polishing, etc makes for a very hard day’s work.  Finding people to do this work is difficult and the labor rates are escalating.

The plating process involves the preparation of the part to be plated to a near mirror finish prior to the plating. The first step in the plating process is to plate with copper.  That is followed with a nickel plate, followed by a chrome plate.  This triple process is necessary since copper will adhere to the steel, the nickel will adhere to the copper and the chrome will adhere to the nickel.  Neither other combination will adhere.  Comically, some advertisements for plating shop state that they use a triple plating process.  Well – yes!

The price of copper is fairly stable.  The nickel and chromium are, however, very volatile and ever on the rise.  Nickel is a high temperature alloy and a critical steel alloying element.  Diesel engine valves are made of pure nickel for high temperature and corrosion resistance.  It also used to be made for currency (the nickel) but has since been replaced with a zinc base and a nickel plate to reduce cost.  By the way, did you know that it costs 7 cents to make a nickel?  But that is another story.  Worldwide demand for nickel is high and its costs rise because of the demand.

Chromium is the real problem here.  The bulk of mined chromium comes from South Africa, Zimbabwe, Russia, India, Turkey and Kazakhstan.  All of these have varying degrees of political instability and make for interruptions of supply.  The commodity prices of chromium are thus very volatile.

At one time, the use of chromium for decorative purposes was its highest usage.  Now, that has been replaced as a steel hardening alloy and as a primary component of stainless steel.  The worlds demand for both are very high and gaining in usage.

OK, that is the cost side of the labor and materials side.  Now, let’s look at the plating process itself. 

As you know, the EPA and OHSA have shut down many chrome plating shops here in the US.  Some of that is due to some really bad worker safety and environmental practices of some shops.  But, the process itself is difficult to control in a safe and clean manner.   To some degree, what the EPA and OSHA find objectionable tend to be “the nature of the beast.” 

The big emphasis on “the evils” of chrome plating came with the work of Erin Brockovich.  She discovered that Pacific Gas and Electric was contaminating the drinking water of Hinckley, California with a known carcinogen (cancer producer), hexavalent chrome, used as a corrosion inhibitor in a cooling tower.  The PG&E situation had nothing to do with chrome plating, but the hexavalent chrome was being used in chrome plating and got lumped in with the sins of PG&E.

You may have heard the terms hexavalent and trivalent chrome in the past.  The metallurgical and chemical descriptions are pretty complex and not really necessary for this story.  However, the use of hexavalent chrome was being used by virtually all chrome plating shops in the country.  A major push has been underway to replace this with trivalent chrome, which is a much safer form.  In fact, trivalent chrome is necessary in the diet as a nutritional element for the metabolism of sugar.  The body does need some chrome, just not the hexavalent form.  

The materials involved in the trivalent process are more expensive, but the energy usage to perform the plating is less.  The deposition of chrome in the trivalent process is more uniform.  Conversion of a plating shop from the previous hexavalent to trivalent is somewhat expensive.  In the final analysis, it appears that the trivalent process has enough advantages that it is the best way to perform the plating process.

During the conversion process to trivalent chrome, there were many customer complaints about appearance differences.  A part plated using the hexavalent process has a yellowish hue.  Trivalent, however, has a rainbow of red, blue and green.  The trivalent process is also susceptible to impurities in the chrome that give it a darker color.  However, adjustments to the trivalent process have been developed such that the color differences are either indistinguishable at best or totally non existent.

Hope this sheds some light on the topic.  It will be interesting to spend some time during next summer’s car season to look at the chrome work on many cars and see if the differences are distinguishable.

The AMERICAN ROADHOUSE CAR CLUB, Inc.

PO Box 1680 St. Charles, MO. 63302 -1680
2011 Membership Application & Renewal Form

Membership or renewal is $20.00 per family annually due on or before January 1st . New applicants joining after July 1st will pay $10.00 
for the remaining 1st year. Dues must be paid in full prior to March 1st to remain in good standing. Send completed form along with a 
check payable to American Roadhouse Car Club, Inc. to the above address or bring both to the next Meeting.  Meetings are held on 
the first Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm. @ JJ’s Restaurant, 1215 S. Duchesne, St. Charles, MO. 314-946-3500
PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY

NAME___________________________________________________ BIRTHDAY_____/_____/_____

NAME (spouse) ___________________________________________BIRTHDAY_____/_____/_____

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY DATE AND YEAR____________________________________________

ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________________________

CITY: _____________________________________STATE________________ZIP:_______________

TELEPHONE(S) ____________________________________________________________________

E-Mail Address_____________________________________________________________________

CHILDREN AT HOME (NAME AND BIRTHDAY) __________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
EMPLOYMENT Firm Name: __________________________________________________________ 

Telephone: _____________________________Title/Duties__________________________________

EMPLOYMENT (spouse): Firm Name: __________________________________________________

Telephone: _____________________________Title/Duties__________________________________

Other Car Club Memberships (include Offices held - Committees Worked On, Etc.)

___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

Vehicles Owned:  List Year Make Model Condition
__________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Present Condition: O - original / BR - Being Restored / C - Mild Custom / DD - Daily Driver / R - Restored  

     NR - Needs Restored / SM - Street Machine / SD - Show/Display Only

Auto related interest, Hobbies or talents: _________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

LIABILITY RELEASE: I understand that the American Roadhouse Car Club, Inc. officers, representatives, sponsors, and the event charity are not responsible 
for loss or injury to me or my property.  I hereby expressly release same from any liability for such loss or injury.  I agree to abide by the rules and regulations of the 
American Roadhouse Car Club Inc., and remember our actions reflect on our club’s reputation.

PHOTO RELEASE: I release to American Roadhouse Car Club, Inc. any and all images of me and or my vehicle(s) to use in but, not limited to web site 
publication, magazine and newspaper articles, in flyers and brochures, on TV broadcasting or advertising so that American Roadhouse Car Club, Inc. may promote 
and expand in the area by raising funds for it’s charities, making friends, cruising, and preserving old vehicles.


 Signed:_______________________________________________________________ Dated: ________________________
________________________________________________________________
DATE APP WAS RECEIVED ________________________________ BY _____________________________________ 

AMOUNT PAID $_________   CK #_______   CASH ________
             MEMBER SINCE ___________________
________________________________________________________________
Meetings held the first Tuesday of each month 7:30p.m.


P.O. Box 1680  St. Charles, MO 63302


 americanroadhouse.org








2011 OFFICERS			


President      	Jeanne Simpson 	   636-946-4389  		� HYPERLINK "mailto:gtocharlie@aol.com" ��gtocharlie@aol.com�


Vice Pres.    	Linda Greiner 	   636-462-1775		� HYPERLINK "mailto:itshotrodruby@yahoo.com" ��itshotrodruby@yahoo.com�	


Secretary    	Mary Beth Luedloff  636-946-9690		� HYPERLINK "mailto:mejk612@yahoo.com" ��mejk612@yahoo.com�	


Treasurer    	Faye Denninger 	   314-537-5814	               � HYPERLINK "mailto:fdenninger@ladue.k12.mo.us" ��fdenninger@ladue.k12.mo.us�	


					


BOARD MEMBERS


Eric Brown 	314-429-0769		chev1951@yahoo.com


Joe DeVincent 	636-332-8874		joebobbie38@yahoo.com


Wes Greiner 	636-462-1775		gearhead@americanroadhouse.org


Glenn Luedloff 	636 946-9690		gluedloff@yahoo.com


Charlie Simpson 	314-956-4099		� HYPERLINK "mailto:gtocharlie@aol.com" ��gtocharlie@aol.com�








           SUMMARY OF MEMBERSHIP MEETING February 15, 2011                             	


		














